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CIPPIC Disappointed With New Copyright Bill  
 

Proposed Law Adopts Worst of DMCA 
 
Ottawa, ON – 12 June, 2008 – The Canadian Internet Policy & Public Interest Clinic 
(CIPPIC) of the Faculty of Law at the University of Ottawa is concerned with the 
contents of Bill C-61, An Act to amend the Copyright Act. 
 
“This Bill looks towards the past, not the future,” states Philippa Lawson, Director of 
CIPPIC.  “The Conservative government has opted to move Canadian copyright law 
much closer to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, or the DMCA, the controversial 
American copyright law.  Instead of learning from the mistakes in the United States, the 
government has chosen to repeat them.” 
 
David Fewer, staff counsel for CIPPIC, agrees.  “The government has rejected the made-
in-Canada solution to digital copyright laws proposed in Bill C-60.”  Bill C-60 was the 
last Liberal government’s attempt to amend Canadian copyright law.  That bill died on 
the order paper with the fall of the last government.  “The government has also rejected 
the made-in-Canada solutions to file-sharing proposed by Songwriters Association of 
Canada and endorsed by the Canadian Music Creators Coalition.  Instead, this 
government has opted to import the American approach to these issues:  granting special 
rights to digital locks and paving the road to US style lawsuits.  The Americans have had 
those policies in place for a decade, so we know that these laws offer no solution.  These 
laws won’t make Canadian creators any wealthier.”  
 
Ms. Lawson notes that “the big copyright players, and the American administration, 
should be thrilled with the government’s draft legislation – they are the big winners here.  
Losers, unfortunately, include Canadian consumers, security researchers, educators, 
students, privacy advocates, Canada’s public domain and Canadian innovators and 
creators.” 
 
“This Bill is, again, an opportunity lost,” concludes Mr. Fewer.  “The real story isn’t what 
the bill gives consumers, but what it takes away.  Consumer rights – including new time-
shifting and format shifting rights – disappear when the distributor uses a digital lock.  
Those new rights don’t even apply to DVDs – this bill does nothing for video iPod 
owners.  Fair dealing disappears in the presence of digital locks.  No more unlocking cell 
phones.  And, again, look at what’s not in this bill:  no fair dealing reform, no attention to 
parody or the needs of appropriation artists, and nothing to help documentary 
filmmakers.” 
 
About CIPPIC: CIPPIC is the Canadian Internet Policy and Public Interest Clinic, 
Canada’s only technology law clinic. CIPPIC was established in 2003 at the University of 
Ottawa, Faculty of Law, Common Law Section. CIPPIC’s mandate is to advocate for 
balance in policy and law-making on issues arising out of new technologies.  
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For more information, contact: 
 
David A. Fewer 
Staff Counsel, CIPPIC  
Phone:  1-613-562-5800 ext. 2558 
 
For more information on CIPPIC’s involvement in the copyright reform process, see: 
http://www.cippic.ca/en/projects-cases/copyright-law-reform/ 
 






